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two of these terrorists are in the 
United States but they can’t tell the 
FBI about it. It is an absurd result, and 
he says, very, very frustrating, sending 
a letter to FBI headquarters, which 
could be a career-breaking act to do, 
very dangerous thing for an FBI agent 
to do, but he voices his frustration, 
saying someday someone will die. This 
is before 9/11. And law or not, the pub-
lic will not understand why we were 
not more effective at throwing every 
resource we had at certain problems. 
They don’t seem to understand the big-
gest threat to us now is Osama bin 
Laden. 

That fell on deaf ears, and I’m afraid 
that this message is now falling on deaf 
ears again. It’s certainly falling on deaf 
ears in this House when the majority 
fails and it’s a dereliction of duty not 
to bring this bill that will protect 
American lives to the floor of this 
House. 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. It’s not 
even the majority. The majority of this 
House, a bipartisan majority of this 
House, would pass this bill tonight if 
the liberal Democratic leadership 
would allow a vote. That’s the thing 
that’s so frustrating to me. This is a 
bill that passed with 68 votes in the 
Senate. It’s pending on the floor of this 
House. The liberal Democratic leader-
ship who, to a person, opposed the Pro-
tect America Act in August is blocking 
the will of the majority of the House of 
Representatives that wants to protect 
this country. They’re standing in the 
way of protecting this country and let-
ting the majority work its will. 

Why? Because they’re concerned 
about lawsuits against telephone com-
panies and the deep pockets of the tele-
communications industry, with trial 
lawyers saying, hey, aren’t you with 
us. 

Well, this majority in this House, led 
by the Republicans in this House, know 
that national security is the priority of 
the country, not protecting the trial 
lawyers. 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. I thank the 
gentlelady, and I couldn’t agree more. 

If, God forbid, we are hit again while 
we have this act expiring, while we’re 
dark in many parts of the world, while 
we’re losing intelligence all over the 
world, if we could have stopped it when 
it happens here again and the Amer-
ican people wake up and realize who is 
responsible for this, and if American 
blood is spilled once again, that blood 
will be on the hands of Congress, and I 
feel very passionately, and I yield to 
the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. GINGREY. I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas for yielding. 

It’s just like I said earlier about the 
chairman of the House Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. REYES), who I have 
tremendous respect for, and I think on 
both sides of the aisle, my colleagues 
would agree with me, a good man, a 
good Member. 

And what he said Sunday morning, 
this past Sunday morning, was, look, 

we have now had the opportunity to 
talk with the telecommunication com-
panies and understand what it is they 
need to provide under the law and why 
they did that, why they did it in a pa-
triotic way, and yes, Mr. Moderator, we 
are ready to move forward and mod-
ernize this bill. And I’m reading his 
lips. I’m listening to what he says, and 
I believe him and I sincerely believe 
that he wanted this bill to be brought 
to this floor this week. 

As my colleagues have already said, 
it would pass overwhelmingly, but un-
fortunately, I can’t help but believe 
that a good man, Mr. REYES, is being 
trumped by his leadership. And as the 
gentlewoman from New Mexico just 
said, why? Why would they do that un-
less, again, it’s more concern for this 
special narrow interest group of trial 
attorneys that want to bring more law-
suits against telecommunications com-
panies who were just obeying the law 
that they were required to obey. 

I just want to point out, too, that as 
my colleagues have said, the 9/11 Com-
mission, which was insisted upon by 
the 9/11 families, led by a distinguished 
Democrat, Lee Hamilton, former Re-
publican Governor of New Jersey, Gov-
ernor Kean, they clearly understood 
that we had a stovepipe system pre-9/11 
in regard to intelligence gathering, as 
my colleague from Texas said, not real-
ly finding the dots, much less con-
necting them. 

And it was a clear outline, a clear 
blueprint that that commission asked 
us to do. That, indeed, is what ulti-
mately led to creation of a directorship 
of national intelligence so that those 16 
or 18 communities of intelligence, 
many of which are within the Depart-
ment of Defense, could talk to one an-
other so that we could win this war. 
This global war on terrorism is not 
going to be won with air superiority, 
sea superiority, greater weapons sys-
tems. It’s going to be won with greater 
intelligence, and that’s what this is all 
about. And I yield back to my friend 
from Texas and I thank him for the 
time. 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. I thank my 
colleague, and he points out so elo-
quently how important good and accu-
rate intelligence is. 

Because we had an intelligence gap, 
September 11 occurred. What we’re try-
ing to do is to stop that from ever hap-
pening again. Without that, we fail, 
and it’s the best weapon we have, the 
first line of defense in the war on ter-
ror. And yet, for some reason, the ma-
jority in the Congress are being denied 
the right to vote on this and pass it 
and, in turn, denying the will of the 
American people, who we know support 
it. They want us to know what al 
Qaeda is saying overseas, and yet what 
we’re doing is we’re extending protec-
tion, giving the trial lawyers authority 
and extending constitutional protec-
tions to foreign terrorists. 

The Constitution does not apply to a 
terrorist in a foreign country, and that 
is the absurd result that we find our-

selves in today. And with that, I will 
yield to Mr. DENT from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to 
just say that I think the American peo-
ple hear our frustration here tonight. 
People of all ideological stripes in this 
body support the Protect America Act, 
and I think the people of the United 
States expect an answer as to why the 
leadership of this body under Speaker 
PELOSI will not allow this legislation 
to be considered. 

And I believe very respectfully that 
Speaker PELOSI and the far left are 
driven by an extreme agenda on this 
critical national security issue, and it 
appears that there are a very small 
number of people in this body, in this 
country, who don’t want to enact these 
important reforms. 

It’s time to stop pandering to trial 
lawyers or to the ACLU or moveon.org 
and get on with the business of this 
country, and it seems that in too many 
cases there are some people who are 
misguided, who seem to think that the 
FBI and the CIA and the NSA and 
other intelligence agencies that sup-
port this government are a greater 
threat to us than is al Qaeda, led by 
Osama bin Laden. 

And that is what is so frustrating to 
me, that our law enforcement officials, 
our counterterrorism officials, our in-
telligence officials want us to get the 
job done. Intelligence officials are tak-
ing out personal liability insurance to 
protect themselves against lawsuits or 
a congressional inquiry, not protect 
themselves against al Qaeda but to pro-
tect themselves against people in this 
town, Washington, DC. And again, it’s 
really time for us to get on with the 
business of this Nation. 

The bipartisan compromise that we 
have all talked about has been reached. 
Many of us try to work in a very bipar-
tisan manner on a number of issues. 
This is one clear case where we’ve done 
so, and it’s time for the leadership to 
allow us to get the job done, and we 
call on Speaker PELOSI to do just that. 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. I thank the 
gentleman, and I have to make the 
analogy that prior to 9/11 it’s almost 
like before Pearl Harbor; we as a coun-
try were a sleeping giant and alarms 
went off at various times, the flags 
went up, that the majority of people 
here in the United States really, we 
didn’t understand it. We didn’t heed 
the warning. We didn’t listen to those 
alarms before they went off. 

And then, of course, on September 11, 
the sleeping giant awoke, and we want-
ed to do everything we could possibly 
do to secure and protect this Nation. 
And I think the most tragic thing that 
could happen is for the sleeping giant 
to go back to sleep, and I believe that 
if we fail to pass this important na-
tional security legislation, that’s ex-
actly what’s going to happen. And I 
yield to the gentlelady from New Mex-
ico. 

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

I think there are two points that 
haven’t been made tonight that I do 
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